Ross Trust Scholarship Program

Application Reviewer Instructions

Review Procedures

Each nomination/application for the Ross Trust Scholarship Program will be reviewed by the members of the advisory committee using a system developed for the American Counseling Association.

Criteria for Selection

Scholarships are to be awarded to active students engaged in studies that would eventually place them in educational settings in professional counseling roles. Emphasis is to be placed on academic achievement and volunteerism. Doctoral scholarship applications should also reflect research, writing and professional presentation activities.

Each reviewer is asked to make a personal judgment regarding the worthiness of the personal career statement and description of the volunteer work offered by each applicant. For doctoral students, a review of the scholarly research, writing and presentation description is also required.

As a separate activity, the ACA consultant to the Ross Trust Scholarship Program will examine the official transcripts of applicants and validate evidence of academic achievement in the counselor education studies. He will also validate that each applicant and counselor education nominator holds active membership in ACA.

The review process that you complete will result in a composite ranking of all applications by the reviewers. This ranking, coupled with the validation of the academic achievement, will result in an overall evaluation that will generate the 10 Master’s level and 5 Doctoral level scholarship recipients for 2009.

Each reviewer will be looking at approximately one third of the total number of applications, including a mix of applicants for both the masters and doctoral level competitions. Our goal is to get three reviews for each application.

Application Review Instructions

Please read these instructions before beginning your review. This will save you time and make the process much easier.

Using the Online Review Form
We have provided an online form for evaluating the applicants who have been assigned to you.  It is simple to use and will take only a few seconds per applicant.

To reach the online form, please go to http://www.sleepywest.com/Ross/reviews.html  (If you cannot link to that page from this form, please copy and paste that address into the address box of your browser.)

The following is a copy of the evaluation form you will find online.

1. Evaluate each application on the scale provided below.

Rating key:

1.  Poor     2.  Mediocre     3.  Satisfactory      4.  Very Satisfactory      5.  Excellent 


Career Statement

Does the applicant statement reflect a future career commitment to counseling services in the schools and a desire to address the counseling needs of children, adolescents and young adults?   Rank  5 to 1 (High 5/Low 1)
Volunteer Work Description

Does the applicant statement present a strong overview of his/her volunteer experiences in the school and/or community?  Rank 5 to 1 (High 5/Low 1)
Scholarly Research, Writing and Professional Presentation Listing (Doctoral Applicants)

Does the applicant list relevant examples of his/her scholarly research, writing and professional presentation?    Rank 15 to 1 (High 5/Low 1)
Total possible points for Masters Level Scholarship Applicants - 10

Total possible points for Doctoral Level Scholarship Applicants - 15

2. Any comments you would like to make should be entered in the box marked “Comments.” Provide comments for any section that you have scored 2 or lower.


Note: All scholarship reviews are to occur between Tuesday, December 9, 2008 and 


Friday, January 9, 2009. Reviews must be submitted by January 9, 2009.

Contact Information

Should you not be able to complete the review task for any reason, please contact Holly Clubb at hclubb@counseling.org  immediately. If you have non-technical question about the general application review process, contact Frank Burtnett at  fburtnett@counseling.org. Include your telephone number and a good a time to call you.  If you have any problem with the online evaluation form, please contact John Lough at jlough@sleepywest.com
Thank you for assisting the American Counseling Association in the identification of the 2009 recipients of the Ross Trust Scholarships.

